Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
new international precedents.   The United States acknowledged this in their Note to England of March 5th, 1915.
Admiral Sir Percy Scott, a man whose opinion carried weight, took up the same attitude in the Times of July i6th, 1914. He wrote:
" Such a procedure [a blockade by means of mines and submarines] would in my opinion be perfectly in order, and, once it had been made, if any British or neutral ships disregarded it and attempted to run the blockade, they could not be held to be engaged in the peaceful avocations referred to by Lord Sydenham, and if they were sunk in the attempt it could not be described as a relapse into savagery, or piracy in its blackest form."
We were within our rights, as far as the submarine war was concerned, in adopting such measures as we considered necessary to serve our purpose in the war, so long as they were in accordance with the laws of humanity, and showed due regard for neutrals.
We found the right solution, and no criticism can make any difference, as the future will prove.
At the very beginning of the war, England, in total disregard of International Law, started the war of starvation against Germany and Austria-Hungary. This strangling hunger-blockade was intended so to debilitate the body as to prepare the mind-for the poison of propaganda. England had another aim: to make war against the children still unborn, so that a physically inferior race might arise in Germany. A more gruesome method cannot be imagined. England acted with inexorable consistency, as so often before in her cruel history. Step by step, and of set purpose, the English Government, by Orders in Council of August 20th and October sgth, 1914, and other economic and military "decrees, suppressed all direct traffic to the German harbours, all imports through neutral countries, and even the import of the products of neutral countries into Germany.
The trump card was the proclamation of the North Sea as a " War Zone" on November 2nd, 1914. The northern approaches to the North Sea were thereby completely cut off,
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